[The clinical evaluation and immunological response of a new measles vaccine].
For a number of years the measles vaccine has been tabled to be included among the compulsory vaccines with the not impossible aim of wiping out this disease. In practice, however, there have been isolated attempts to impose mass vaccination but, given that it is not compulsory, there has been a certain degree of resistance to the vaccine. In an attempt to interpret the reasons for this resistance we have identified three main causes: cultural heritage by family doctors and sometimes pediatricians ("a disease which is important to have had"). Limited information with underestimation of damaging effects of disease overemphasis of side-effects of vaccine and, among these, in particular fever which 30-35% of vaccinated children present between day 8-10, and the possible allergic reaction (chicken embryos-antibiotics). Using the latter as a starting point, we assessed the efficacy and tolerability of the Moraten Berna vaccine on 165 children aged between 10 months and 8 years. This vaccine is prepared using the Edmonston Zagreb strain cultured in diploid human cells, and does not therefore contain heterologous proteins, seroconversion was assessed in 54 of the vaccinated children (aged 10 months--3 years) by blood sample collected following an interval of between 40 and 120 days after vaccination. Anti-measles antibody titering was assayed using a neutralisation test on plates of cellular monostrate by assessing the titer (starting dilution of serum in test: 1:8). Seroconversion, as shown in table I, was obtained for all vaccinated subjects who presented a mean antibody titer of 916 mUI/ml.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)